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JAMES LLB RHS 

“James has the makings of a first-class Lawyer.” A.Bueno QC 

Proven High Quality Capital Markets and Litigation Experience for Leading International Law Firms 
Over seven years of International Corporate, Acquisition Finance, Banking, Litigation and Funds experience  
Proven Strong Leadership and success in delivering high quality corporate and litigation work 
Well organised and able to lead numerous projects simultaneously under deadline pressure 
 
Flexibility and willingness to work on a broad variety of finance and legal matters 
Experience of securities industry, private equity, funds, high technology and developing markets 
Sense of humour, Commitment to high skills standards and value services minimising costs 
Hard working, team spirited competitive work ethic in Business and Rugby 
Commitment to Professionalism and Innovation  
 
PERSONAL INFORMATION: 
 
Date of Birth  4th May 1979   Nationality  British 
 
CAREER HISTORY: 
 
2007 London SJ BERWIN – UK LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR 2007 (Chambers and Partners) 

Senior Funds – Leading Funds Formation Team of the Year 2007
International Funds Formation and Management for major firm clients APAX, Deutsche 
Bank, Standard Life, Universal, Kennet, ViewPoint Capital Partners, Assisting 
UK/US/Offshore Counsel, Private Equity, Tax planning, Practice Protection. 

 
- Detailed procedural advice and compliance guidance for clients and fund 

investors re documentation and transfers > £30m 
- Ensuring ongoing regulatory filings in overseas jurisdictions where the 

funds are authorised for funds > £2bn particularly re APAX 
- General legal and regulatory research for promotion of investment funds 
- Drafting and updating investment fund agreements  
- Billing analysis >£5m, due diligences particularly sensitive handover of firm 

client files and transfer work to a U.S. City Law Firm 
- Assisting in preparing & reviewing all scheme documents. 
- Providing advice and guidance on UK rules and US ERISA  

 
2005-07 London LEADING QC, A.BUENO QC  

Senior Corporate 
Management and execution of high profile due diligence work with solicitors, leading 
and junior counsel, concise forensic investigation, high value budget management, 
disclosure, drafting applications to the High Court, drafting extensive financial and legal 
reports, delegating work, advice and support for sub-ordinate staff, extensive 
negotiation ADR skills and experience, pro bono work. 

 
2004-05 London PROPERTY DEVELOPMENT  

Property Developer
New build developments, Family Business. High value property investment.  
 

2004 Sydney  ALLENS ARTHUR ROBINSON - ASIA PACIFIC LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR 
Corporate Legal Executive
Corporate - Due Diligences in large-scale International Corporate and Litigation cases. 
www.aar.com.au - Asia Pacific Law Firm of the Year (Chambers and Partners). 

 
2001  Dublin  MATHESON ORMSBY PRENTICE - EUROPEAN LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR  

Corporate/ITLG Paralegal
Major multinational U.S. and European M&A deals and capital market transactions, 
early stage venture financings and development capital transactions, drafting of 
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software licences, data protection, distribution agreements, and services and 
outsourcing agreements for major International Clients including Microsoft.

2001  London OLSWANG - LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR 
Corporate Internship – Re-financing of tech stocks and Dyson v. Hoover case 

 

ACADEMIC HISTORY: 
 
1999-2002 University of Sheffield, UK 

See QC Reference/ University Bundle 
Law Degree LLB  

 
1997-1998 Warwickshire College, Royal Leamington Spa 

A Levels Biology, Chemistry, Physics 
 

1995-1996 King Henry VIII Public School, Warwick Road  
 
1990-1995 Princethorpe All Boys Public School, Warwickshire 

GCSE’s 
 
AWARDS: 
 
Royal Humane Society Life Saver Bravery Award/Fellow - Saving a young boy's life 
Presentation by the Lord Mayor of London and City of London VIP’s at the Mansion House 
 
Chairman of Law Business Game 2003 UK Winning Company - sponsored by PWC and DLA  
Senior University of Sheffield Web Manager 
Endeavour awards - Recovering from serious Rugby injuries 
International Advanced Open Water Scuba Diving Certification 
 
Membership of Professional bodies – Law Society of England and Wales 
Irish International Technology Law Association   
University of Sheffield Elite Sports Scholarship (1999-2002) 
Public School Music Scholarship (1990-1995) 
 
VOLUNTEER WORK: 
 
Organising numerous Charity events to raise funds for special needs and Down syndrome children. Assistant in 
two summer play schemes for the disabled and special needs children – Rathbone Organisation.  
Pro Bono work - FOS and DWP cases, property cases, professional sportsmen contracts and advice 
 
SECONDMENTS/IT SKILLS: 
 
BGC International In-house Inter-dealer broker Professional PRA Training Secondment, One Churchill 
Place, Canary Wharf, Excellent High level IT skills - Website Designer and Manager, Ringtail, Interwoven, 
Interaction, CD, Docs open, Lexis, Westlaw, Forms and Precedents, In-house legal billing software and general 
law firm know-how and precedents bespoke software. Windows XP, Network Security Manager, IE7, Outlook, 
WP, Word, Excel financial analysis and spreadsheet generation, excellent analytical skills, with a strong ability 
to review contracts and organise numerous legal documents in complex corporate and litigation matters, hard 
working, well-organised and detail-oriented. 

INTERESTS/INTERNATIONAL REPRESENTATIONS: 
 
• International Rugby Career – GB, Law Society VII’s, University, Warwickshire. Cricket – SJ Berwin. 
• Travelling – Rugby World Cup 2007, Lions New Zealand 2005, Rugby World Cup 2003 with friends. 
• Scuba Diving on Great Barrier Reef and Sailing in the Whitsundays.  
• High Adrenalin Sports – Bungy jumping and Skydiving in New Zealand. 
• Passionately thriving in different cultures throughout the World. Enjoying life and its opportunities.  

REFEREE:       INTERNATIONAL WORK REFEREE:  
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Mr A.Bueno QC Mr D.McAleese – Senior MOP Partner 
Hammoon House      Matheson Ormsby Prentice 
Sturminster Newton      70 Sir John Rogerson's Quay 
Dorset        Dublin 2  
DT10 2DB       Ireland     
 
Tel: 01258 861704      Tel: +353 1232 2000 
Fax: 01258 863553      Email : Don.McAleese@mop.ie  
 


